


16 March 1955 


NOTES TAKEN DURING MEETING ll March 1955 


(The President, J, F, Dulles, Radford, A, Dulles, Twining, Carney, 
Cutler, Goodpaster) 


The President -~ Has there developed a better picture of Chou's 
character, and less regard for him, on basis of the vehemence and 
repetition of his threats and the lack of logical support, shown in 


some of his recent statements$ , 
243106 


The President -- wonders what kind of military action affecting Quemoy 
and Matsu would have to be evaluated as a forerunner of an attack on 
Formosa, Situation in Europe is especially delicate while awaiting 
ratification of Paris accords, What is the minimum we could do to 
protect our ally, Free China, and yet not exacerbate the situation in 
Europe, recognizing that after this present delicate period ends we 
could go on to longer range action, Consideration of nie ose for 

the moment that we are not thinking of using our own ground forces, 
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Radford -- Got concerned over the matter some weeks back, That 
is why Admiral Carney went out -- to see how well prepared we were, 


President -- Could we accelerate the build up of CHINAT effectiveness 
by attaching training elements to our rotational air squadrons? During 
the present period we should try to avoid direct intervention if pos~ 


sible, The question is, if we cannot avoid it, what do we have to 
do, 


Radford -- It is possible the CHICOMS are tunnelling to provide pro- 
tection for their artillery around Quemoy, This artillery could not 
then be knocked out, J, F, Dulles -- How long until CHICOMS can 
attack in strength? Radford -~ Our intelligence is not good enough 
to permit us to say, 


Twining -- The CHICOMS have not been improving their airfields 
opposite Quemcy and Matsu, 


Carney -= As regards intelligence, the main problem is having the 
material that is available properly distributed, ~- owigtt D. E.senheue 
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Twining -~- The CHINATS are now ready with RF 86's to take over the 
photography task, They can start in the next few days, 


The President -- Can we use surface ships to knock out any attempted 
invasion of the islands, bringing CHICOM junks under direct fire? 
Radford -~ There is not enough sea room around Quemoy to do so, 
but there is around Matsu, There are four destroyers on patrol in 
the area at the present time, 


The President -- The best time to hit an attempted invasion is after 
the first waves are ashore, : 


Dulles -- How soon might the CHICOMS attack in strength? The 
President -- How much ammunition have they built up? Radford -- 
thinks they have built up ammunition for along time, Carney -- The 
CHICOMS have fired up to 6000 rounds per day for short periods, 


Radford -- The CHICOMS are building a causeway to Amoy, This 


could be destroyed, The CHINATS have little capability for offensive 
air attack at present, 


The President -- What heavy artillery do the CHINATS have on Quemoy? 
Radford ~- They have two batteries, We could delay the CHICOM 
attack a long time by using CHINAT air and napalm to attack the 
promontory opposite Quemoy, The President -- Good effect can be 
obtained through the use of well concealed 155 guns by the CHINATS, 

We would then be doing no more than the CHICOMS are doing. Dulles - 
Who do we have te advise the CHINATS there? (Answer - Generals 


Chase and McDonald) Radford -= The CHINATS are free to fire 
counter battery now, 


Carney -- Principal problems if we get into joint action soon are 
first, communications (code and language problems) and second, 

air defense, With a little effort and imagination it will be possible 
to control combined operations of CHINAT and U, S, Air and Naval 
forces, President ~- Can we put in air warning quickly? Carney-- 
We need local air defense around the airfields we would use, This 
would have to come from U, S, forces, To put the situation on a 
sound basis, an estimated 11,000 U. S. personnel on Formosa would 
be needed -~ for training, building up of the MAAG, intelligence, etc, 


J, F, Dulles ~= We should do what we can to avoid the development 
of a situation which would bring us in with atomic weapons within the 
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next sixty days -- there would be great trouble in Europe if this 
happened, We should build up the CHINATS as our first action; 

if necessary, we would intervene conventionally to help them; if 

still necessary, we would have to apply full force, Radford -« 

Matsu should be easier to hold, Carney -- Any CHICOM attack 
would build up slowly, with gradually increasing artillery support, 

etc. The Matsus would be hard for the CHICOMS to take, The 
President ~~ If attacking forces are penned in, they could be destroyed 
with napalm, Carney ~~ We have a new mine which is cheap and 
effective against light craft, and these are now ready to be put in, 


The President -- We should step up our actions to increase the effec~ 
tiveness of the CHINATS to defend themselves » and also to increase 
the preparations for our later conventicnal operations, if required, 
We should try to stay well below a figure of ten thousand, Carney ---- 
There is need for better fire control for air defense on Formosa, ge ~"sS 
The President -- For the present we should furnish the best operas? 
tional advice we can to the CHINATS, and accelerate logistic support 

for them, If pushed to it, we would intervene with conventional | 
weapons, in the present mood of Europe, we have to be careful to 
prepare opinion for the use of atomic weapons, Conventional weapons 
may not be decisive, In that case, the fighting may just die down of 

its own accord, or we may have to use A-weapons, We must be careful 
to make the right decision on this, Dulles - We need quick communica- 
tions, How long does it take? (Answer ~ a matter of about two hours,) 
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The President -- wants intelligence brought in fast, Major items 
should be brought to the President as warning, even before evaluation, 
Each inteiligence agency should provide material received to all other 
servic es, before evaluating, Twining -- The National Indications 
Center should be beefed up, The President «« As quick as intel- 
ligence comes in, it should be gotten to a central point, 


J, F. Dulles -- We must know what is happening on the island of 
Formosa, We must know how much pressure we can safely put on 
Chiang, What inroads is subversion making? “Ihere are conflicting 
reports, and we need more and better information, A. Dulles ~~ 
(Read an intelligence report on the situation in Formosa) Will try for 
more on the internal situation, 


Radford -- Carney should inquire what can be done to delay the initiation 
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of a CHICOM attack, - Would counter battery do this? JFDulles -- 
Would that incite the CHICOMS to earlier, greater action? About 
20, 000 civilians are on Quemoy (this should be 40, 000), «2=lfu. Ss. 
gets into action, the reaction in Japan «= riots, etc, «= may be bad, 


particularly around airbases, Radford == The military can haridle 
the situation, 


The President -- Some questions should be posed accurately to 

Admiral Stump, Is the assumption correct that supply bases can 

be interdicted by CHICOMS? Could we interdict them with counter 
battery artillery? How would the CHICOMS react to such operations ? 
There should also be a paragraph on the delicacy of the present situa- 
tion, and the need for delaying Communist attack, but without provoking 
retaliation, Would like to get Stump back here, but perhaps the best 


thing is to send out a senior staff officer to discuss the whole matter 
with him and get his thinking, 





